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My research concerns the American author
Henry Miller and his relationship with Japan.
While Miller may not be famous in Japan
today, during the 1960s and 1970s, he was
hugely popular due to his marriage to the jazz
singer Hoki Tokuda 7<+&H. Miller also held
strong feelings for Japan. This research is
appealing since this conncetion between
Miller and Japan has never been explored.
Through field research, | have been able to
discover 100s of Miller's letters here in
Japan. All of these elements help reveal a
closer connection between artists in America
and Japan.
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My future project will help bridge the
gap between Japanese scholars and
the rest of the world.
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This interest in Japan and Henry Miller
began when | was doing archival research
on Miller at the University of California, Los
Angeles. | was surprised to see so many
letters to Miller from Japanese people.
When | returned to Japan, | discovered that
there was the Henry Miller Society of
Japan BANV—35—1#% and with the
help of Professor Emeritus Honda Yasunori
AMHEH | was able to begin my detailed
research on Miller and Japan.
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The current stage of my research is writing
a book on Henry Miller and Japan. After
completed, | will begin creating an overview
of the trends and shifts in the academic
research on Henry Miller. Since | am the
first Western scholar to examine the
extensive Japanese research on Miller, |
will be able to incorporate the trends in
Japanese research. No Western scholars
have approached the vast material
concerning Miller and Japan due to the
language barrier. This future project will
help bridge the gap between Japanese
scholars and the rest of the world.
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In the seminar we explore the ideas
behind the American Dream, focusing on
New York City as a key location in the
pursuit of the American Dream. In the first
speech of his presidential campaign,
Donald Trump claimed that “sadly, the
American Dream is dead!” There are
varying goals within the American Dream
and our task is to determine what is this
dream and if this dream is still alive. Key
areas that will be examined include
consumerism, urban environments, and
American identity. The end goal of this
seminar is to help broaden your perspec-
tive and understanding of American
individuality while also providing the
opportunity to contrast the national identi-
ties of the United States and Japan.
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